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(UNEP). It sets out general legal obligations
to protect the marine environment of the
Gulf of Mexico, Straits of Florida, Caribbean
Sea, and immediately adjacent areas of the
Atlantic Ocean—collectively known as the
Wider Caribbean Region. The United States
became a Party to the Cartagena Convention
in 1984. The Cartagena Convention envisions
the development of protocols to further
elaborate certain of its general obligations
and to facilitate its effective implementation.

Negotiated with the active participation
and leadership of the United States, the Pro-
tocol addresses one of the most serious
sources of marine pollution in the Wider
Caribbean Region. It is estimated that 70 to
90 percent of pollution entering the marine
environment emanates from land-based
sources and activities. Among the principal
land-based sources of marine pollution in the
Caribbean are domestic wastewater and agri-
cultural nonpoint source runoff. Such pollu-
tion contributes to the degradation of coral
reefs and commercial fisheries, negatively af-
fects regional economies, and endangers
public health, recreation, and tourism
throughout the region.

The Protocol and its Annexes list priority
source categories, activities, and associated
contaminants that affect the Wider Carib-
bean Region, and set forth factors that Par-
ties will be required to apply in determining
prevention, reduction, and control strategies
to manage land-based sources of pollution.
In particular, the Parties are required to en-
sure that domestic wastewater discharges
meet specific effluent limitations, and to de-
velop plans for the prevention and reduction
of agricultural nonpoint source pollution.
The Protocol is expected to raise standards
for treating domestic wastewater throughout
the region to levels close to those already in
place in the United States.

The United States would be able to imple-
ment its obligations under the Protocol
under existing statutory and regulatory au-
thority.

The Protocol is the first regional agree-
ment to establish effluent standards to pro-
tect one of our most valuable resources, the
marine environment. It differs markedly
from other, similar regional agreements in its
conceptual approach and the specificity of its
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obligations. As such, the Protocol is expected
to set a new standard for regional agreements
on this subject. Early ratification will dem-
onstrate our continued commitment to global
leadership and to the protection of the ma-
rine environment of the Wider Caribbean
Region.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol
and its Annexes, with the declaration de-
scribed in the accompanying report of the
Secretary of State, and give its advice and
consent to ratification.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 15, 2007.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 20.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony
for J. Michael McConnell as Director
of National Intelligence

February 20, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks
for the warm welcome. Good morning. I'm
proud to be here at Bolling Air Force Base
to congratulate Mike McConnell on becom-
ing our Nation’s second Director of National
Intelligence. I'm really pleased that Mike’s
wife, Terry, his four children—Erin, Mark,
Jennifer, and Christine—their  grand-
children, his sister—[laughter]—and other
family members have joined us. It’s a big deal
to watch your dad and granddad get sworn
in to a position of this importance.

I appreciate members of my administra-
tion who have joined us, in particular the
Secretary of Defense, Bob Gates; General
Michael Hayden, Director of the CIA; Bob
Mueller, Director of the FBI; and other im-
portant figures too numerous to mention.
Thank you for serving our country.

I appreciate the members of the intel-
ligence community who have joined us. Part
of the reason I have come is to honor this
good man, and part of the reason I have
come is to honor your good work. This Na-
tion owes you a debt of gratitude.

The Director of National Intelligence
holds one of the most difficult and important
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positions in our Government. In this time of
war—and we are a nation at war—the Presi-
dent and his national security team must
have the best intelligence about the plans and
purpose of the enemy. And the job of the
Director of National Intelligence is to ensure
that we do. The Director of National Intel-
ligence is the President’s principal adviser on
intelligence matters. He is also the leader of
our entire intelligence community. He ad-
vises me about the national intelligence
budget. He oversees the collection and anal-
ysis of intelligence information. He works to
ensure that all of our intelligence agencies
and offices work together as a single, unified
enterprise.

These are enormous challenges, and Mike
McConnell has the experience and the char-
acter and the talent to meet them. He spent
most of his adult life working in the intel-
ligence world. He served as the executive as-
sistant to the Director of Naval Intelligence,
as the chief of naval forces division at the
National Security Agency, as director of in-
telligence for the Joint Chiefs of Staff during
Operation Desert Storm, and as the Director
for the National Security Agency. He’s got
a solid resume.

He also earned our Nation’s highest award
for service in the intelligence field. He not
only has got a good resume, he backed it
up with good action. His work over a career
spanning three decades is earning the admi-
ration of his colleagues, the respect of the
intelligence community, and a reputation in
Washington for personal integrity and effec-
tive leadership. In short, you're going to like
working with him—{laughter]—and so am I.

Mike’s long experience gives him a unique
understanding of the threats we face in this
new century. He knows that the terrorists
who struck America on September the 11th,
2001, are determined to strike our Nation
again. He understands that the enemy uses
the tools of our modern economy—from
rapid transportation to instant communica-
tions to global finance—to spread their ex-
tremist ideology and facilitate new attacks.

He knows that his task as the Director of
National Intelligence is to make certain that
America stays ahead of this enemy and learns
their intentions before they strike. He knows
that we must stop them from harming our
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citizens, that the most important task of this
Government of ours is to protect the Amer-
ican people.

In his new position, Mike builds on the
work of an outstanding leader of our intel-
ligence community, Ambassador John
Negroponte. The creation of the Director of
National Intelligence was one of the most im-
portant reforms enacted in response to the
attacks of September the 11th. John
Negroponte was the first person to fill this
new and essential position. He did so with
talent and distinction.

During his time in office, John established
the DNI as a core member of my national
security team. He increased the unity of our
intelligence community. He helped strength-
en our national counterterrorism capabilities
and improved information sharing between
our intelligence and law enforcement com-
munities.

John’s vision and vigilance helped keep the
American people safe from harm. I appre-
ciate his leadership as America’s first Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, and I thank him
for agreeing to continue to serve our country
as Deputy Secretary of State.

Mike McConnell will expand on the vital
reforms that John Negroponte set in motion.
I've asked Mike to focus on several key areas.
I've asked him to better integrate the intel-
ligence community, making our different in-
telligence agencies and offices stronger,
more collaborative, and better focused on the
needs of their customers.

I've asked him to improve information
sharing within the intelligence community
and with officials at all levels of our Govern-
ment, so everyone responsible for the secu-
rity of our communities has the intelligence
they need to do their jobs. I've asked him
to ensure that our intelligence agency focus
on bringing in more Americans with lan-
guage skills and cultural awareness necessary
to meet the threats of this new century. I've
asked him to restore agility and excellence
to our acquisition community and ensure that
our Nation invest in the right intelligence
technologies. I've asked him to ensure that
America has the dynamic intelligence collec-
tion and high-quality analysis that we need
to protect our country and to win this war
against these extremists and radicals.
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As he carries out his new duties, Mike
McConnell will be relying on the thousands
of dedicated intelligence professionals who
work day and night to keep us safe. They
are America’s first line of defense against the
terrorists. And while many of their accom-
plishments must remain secret to our fellow
citizens, those accomplishments are known
to me. And theyre doing good work. You're
doing good work. And the American people
owe you a strong debt of gratitude. I appre-
ciate your willingness to take on the difficult
and dangerous assignments. And you just
need to know, you've got the full support of
this Government and the American people.

Our intelligence community is going to
have an able leader in Mike McConnell. I
want to thank Congress for swiftly confirming
Mike to this vital position. I look forward to
working with him as a key member of my
national security team. I'm anxious to have
him in that Oval Office every morning.
[Laughter] 1 hope he’s anxious to show up.
[Laughter]

Hell find that I value the intelligence
products that you create. He’s going to find
that the intelligence product is an important
part of my strategic thought and important
part of helping me get this Government to
respond to do our most important duty,
which is to protect you. I look forward to
working with Mike. I'm comfortable in know-
ing this is a good man who cares about one
thing only, and that’s his country. And I thank
his family for supporting him as he returns
to Government service.

And now I ask my Chief of Staff, Josh
Bolten, to administer the oath of office.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. at
Bolling Air Force Base. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Director McConnell.

Remarks Following a Meeting on
Health Care

February 20, 2007

I just had a very interesting discussion with
people who are deeply concerned about the
status of health care in America today. These
men and women around the table are
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charged with designing products for busi-
nesses, both large and small, and individuals.

And I discussed my health care plan that
would allow—would equalize the Tax Code
so that the individual would be more likely
to be able to purchase a plan, because I be-
lieve a good health care system is one that
rewards the consumer, encourages the con-
sumer, and makes sure the consumer has got
the capacity to make viable choices. And
when you have consumers in charge of their
health care decisions, it is a force that is likely
to keep the health care costs down.

And so part of our discussion was, how do
we encourage the development of an indi-
vidual market? And I thank you very much
for your insights and your concerns about the
current health—the state of health care today
in America.

I have the duty to talk to the American
people about what I think will be a better
alternative than one in which the Federal
Government makes the health care decisions
for the patient and the provider. And I laid
out such a plan in my State of the Union.

And now I call upon Members of the Con-
gress to analyze this plan very carefully, to
recognize the best decisions are made be-
tween the patients and their providers, and
to work with the administration in a bipar-
tisan fashion to make sure that health care
is accessible and affordable for as many
Americans as is possible.

We have a duty here in Washington to take
care of the poor, the disabled, and the elder-
ly, and we're meeting that duty. And now
we have a duty to make sure the health care
system is responsive to the American people,
and I look forward to working with Demo-
crats and Republicans to do just that.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.



